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most conservative of the ,peers in King Oscar L's
Upper House. It was in an atmosphere of Toryism,
of aristocratic etiquette, that Carl Johan Gustaf
Snoilsky was born, in the parish of Klara in
Stockholm, on Septembers, 1841.x We note him,
in passing, to have been the immediate contempo-
rary of Thomas Hardy a<nd of Austin Dobson in
England, of Sully Prudhomme and of Heredia in
France. The early life of Count Snoilsky was not
distinguished from those of most young noblemen
of fortune who are destined from childhood for
the service of the State. He began, however, quite
soon to rhyme, and at the age of twenty produced
a volume of "Short Poems/' under the pseudonym,
which he long preserved, of Sven Trost. This
collection is sentimental and melancholy; we see
in it the influence of current Swedish verse and
some imitation of Heine.

When, however, Sven Trost had recovered from
the infantile malady of sentiment which the publica-
tion of his first volume brought to a crisis, he rapidly
developed in an independent direction. The lyrical
work of that period in Sweden was concentrated in a
company of friends, lovers of romantic false names,
who were known as the Signatures. Among them
Sven Trost had taken his place, and he continued to
contribute to their annuals and anthologies, without
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i Karl Warburg, perhaps the first of contemporary Swedish

critics, has published an admirable biography, " Carl Snoilsky,
hans lefnad och skaldskap." (Hugo Gebers Forlag,
Stockholm.)